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before they had sat down to the feast provided; and the guests refused to partake of it at all. He sued them for the cost of the provision he had made. His master reported to superior authority Ms relation to the plaintiff, and recommended that some other judge should be appointed to hear the ease. I was accordingly solemnly gazetted with special civil powers of a subordinate courts for the trial of this case of Jangi Mihtar vs. Bhangi Mihtar and others. It was an extraordinary experience to have a court full of sweepers.
My Sharistadar (or Clerk of the Court) was a Brahman; so was my Court orderly. Their feelings at being brought into close contact for a whole day with a large number of members of this out-caste community were such as it is difficult for a European to realise. They seemed to shrivel with horror and try to sink through the wall or floor. Papers had to be handed to the Court containing statements of the parties. My Brahman Sharistadar would not touch them with his fingers. I doubt If he would have picked them up with a pair of tongs. I had to take them with my own hands, and then to peruse them with my own eyes.
It was curious to hear these people telling, in their quaint way, of their controversy, of their would-be reconciliation, and of the manner in which that reconciliation came to nought; and then it was curious to have to decide that such caste disputes were hardly for the intervention of the Government or the courts, and that while a man was fully justified in preparing a feast for his friends if he chose, he had hardly a claim at law for the expense of that feast If they failed to partake of it. It was also experience of some value to see, on the one hand, the terrible antipathy and aloofness of the high caste Brahman from these unfortunate out-castes, and, on the other hand, the fact that the European's want of any share in or sympathy with these feelings did not in any way injure his prestige with his Brahman fellow-workers.